History of Wirens Baptist hurch

When the Augusta Southern Railroad was built in 1883, a station in the northern part of JTelferson County was
willed ““Wrens" for lohn Wren who owned all the land thar now comprises the city of Wrens sund surrounding
arca. Mr. Wren was a member of Ways Baptist Church ar Stellaville, Gearpia, abour 4% miles from Wrens.

The first public building erected in this new community was g oneroam school which wus built on property
where the Wrens Baptist Church Annex stands at North Main Street and Barton Sireet. For several years, worship
services were conducted in the schonlhouse. Althaugh Ways Baptist Chorch and Stapleion Baprist Church were
cach only approximately 414 miles from Wrens, it was a long way 1o (ravel by bugny wilh road conditions being
what they were at thar rime. It would rake at least an hour Lo get to the nearcst worship service. By 1892, the people
realized a need for a Baptist church in Wrens. Members from Ways Baptist Church at Stellaville; Stupleton Baprist
Church, Stapleion; and other neighboring churches constituted Wrens Baptist Church. Minuies of Ways Baptist
Church, February, 1892 read: “Granted leiler to Brothers A, A, Travlor, Dixon N. OQliphani, Dr. J. N. Oliphant,
M.D., Sislers Mary E. Traylor, Elizabeth C. Smith, Sara Smith, 3, Ciuna Smith that they with other brothers
and sisters from neighboring churches constitule 4 new church at Wrens, Ceorgia, a point on the G & S Railroad
about 444 miles from Ways Church. Signed, J. J. Burrows, Pastor; H. E. Smith, Clerk "

From Stapleton Baplist Church came Dr, €. 11 Raley, M.I>., Mrs, Lavenia Raley, F, M. Downs, and Mrs.
Tosephine Downs. The Rev., Willis Howard, Mrs. Virginia Howard, W. P. 5. Poole, Mrs, Elizabeth Poole, Miss
Julia Poole (14-year-old daughter of W. 1. 5. and Elizabeth Poolg), Fayette Young, and Mrs. Mollie Young came
from other churches.

Mrs. Julia Poole Terry died March 17, 1969, the last charter member af Wrens Baptist Church, The first charier
member to leave ihe [ellowship by death was Dr. 1. N. Oliphant who died on December 28, 1899, Mrs. Kate Oliphant
Barrow, danghrer of Dixen N, Oliphant; and Mrs, Rebic Young Fenkins, daughter of Fayette and Mollic Young,
are the only children of charter members who are still living.

The Rev. E. I. Barber of Tennille, Georgia was the Tirsl af approximately 28 pastors to serve Wrens Baptist
Church. By 1893 the membership had grown from the original 19 members to 22 members and by 1900 had increased
to 63, Tweniv-five baprisms were reported.

‘Fhe Minules of the Hepheibah Association for 1893 show the Rev. W, T, Rogers of Stellaville as che pasror of
Wrens Church. Deacons were De. C. 1, Raley, D, M. Oliphant, W, H. Beall, and . M. Downs. The History of
the Stapletan Baplist Church indicares that F. M. Downs was scoepted from the Wrens Church as a deacon on
June 24, 1893,

Sunday School has always been an effective outreach ministry of the Church. The record shows the pastor, Rew.
" E. J. Barher served as the lirst Sunday School Superintendent in 1892, The siufistical report for 1893 shows the
Sunday Schoal enrollment to be 79 (3 officers and leachers and 76 pupils), T. A, Reiley was superintendent and
Nve dollars were collected for cxpenses. From that beginning much of the growth of the Church can be relared
to sunday School enrollment and attendance. In conference on August 14, 1927 a motion was made and carried
o continue to have Sunday Schoal at 10:30 A M.

A building program was begun in 1894 The first little frame building was erected on (he lot where the present
Wrens Baptist Church Chapel now stands, Tacing U, 5, Highway #1. The land was donated to the Church by the
late William J. Wren, Sr. Professor C. C. MeCollurn reculled that when be came (o Wrens as d voung school reacher,

he donated $1.00 toward the vonstruction of the building, '|'he minutes of the Hephsihah Association of 1897 record



the value of church property for Wrens Baptist Church as $1,000. Church members cut timber, sawed il into boards,
and hauled il (o the construction sile. They alse provided labor for construciion of the building. Pews were made
kv Rrother E. 8. Prescott and another member who name 15 not available. Mr. Prescoll 1s also crediled with helping i
ra shape the steeple. Due to the donations and labor of the members, aclual cost ol construction was $450,

The Hephzibah Association met in Wrens for the first time in 1902, Messengers from Wrens Baptist Church
were: James Atwell, W. H. Beall, Td. N. Oliphant, W. T. Howard, and Pastor M. A. Hemrick. [n 1914, when the
Kilpatrick Associalion was organized, Wrens Baprist Church withdrew from the Hephzibah Association and join-
ed the newly organized Kilpatrick Association. The Kilpatrick Association met in Wrens in 1920, On Ovlober 22, '
1933, a formal request was made to the Kilpatrick Association tor a letter of dismissal thar memhership might
be soughl in the Hephezibah Association and in Cctober 1935, Wrens Baptist Church was accepted into the Hephzibah ;
Assncialion.

Associational records of 1917 show the first Baptist Young People’s Union (BYPU) with Miss Beulah Avera
as directar. Both a junior and senior union are recorded in 1918 with Miss Kate Oliphanl as senior director and

Miss Sarah Oliphant as junior director. As BYPLU grew and adults began to attend, it became known as Baplist
Training Union (RTU). In more recent years it has been known as ‘Uraining Union, Charch Training, and today
is called Discipleship Itaining, : :

Women have played a vital role in the growth and ministry of Wrens Baplist Church, The lirst Woman's Mis-
sipnary and Aid Society of Wrens Baptist Church was organized in 1892, The By-Laws slale: “IUs objecls slla‘ll]_'
be by praver, contriburions and the spread of information to aid the llome and Foreign Mission Boards ol the
Southern Baprist Convention in giving the zospel o the destitute in our own and hearhen lands, and to raise mongy
[or charitable and henevolent purposes.”” The dues were live cents a month. 3
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Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union was 100 years old in 1988, A group of ladiss from Wrens attended
4 celebration in Riclunond, ¥irginia. i

-~
=



In 1897 the WMS donated a small pump organ to the Church. At
that time Mrs. C. H. Raley wax president of the WMS and she plaved
the organ. The people ohjected 1o piano music because pianos were
played in “*honky-tonks™, and therefore were not fit to be played
in church.

In 1528 the Church voted to accept an individual communion sel
[rom the WML,

The first organization for children was Sunbeams, currently
referred (o as Mission briends. There is a record of a Sunbeam
arganization as early as 1905. Mrs. 5, P. Holt and Mrs. C. N. Brin-

= : son are among the early directors of Sunbeams. During the *20s there
are no reports of other youth organizations, but Sunbeams continued. The leaders would often take the children
out under the trees for Sunbeam meetings because it was
so hat inside.

There was a Young Women’s Association (YWA) as early
as 1914, Mrs. 5. P, Holt was dircctor. The Hephzibah
Asspciation Annual Meeting was held at Stapleion Baptist
Church on October 21-22 and Misscs Beulah Avera, Mar-
jorie Holt, Nellic Williams, and Ruby Marthews were YWA
delegates. In 1931, Mrs. Fannic Pippen reorganized a Y WA
group. Mrs, R, M. Weeks, St., and Mrs. W. W. Stone also
worked with YWA's in the early *30s. The YWA organiza-
lion ix now referred to as Baptist Young Women (BY'W).

The lirst Royal Ambassador organization was in 1915 with Mrs. S. P. Holt as
director. In 1917 Miss Beulah Avera was R, A, Dircetor, and the next record of RA’s
is 1933 with Mrs. J. J. Pilcher as the director. Mrs. B. B. Florence, Sr. was R, AL
Director in 1934 - 1935, After many years, RA's were reorganized under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Lillian Florence on October 23, 1945, Boys present for this organiza-
tional mecting were: Berry Henderson, Clifford Courson, Jr., Walter Prescoll, Laren
Hayes, Sammy Johnson, Boy Beckworth, John Jordan, Jimmic Walden, and Ted
¢ Faglier. Mrs. Lillian not only taught the boys ahout missions, she chaperoned them
on camping Lrips and other outings, Finally, when the Brotherhood was organized

= for Baptist men, RA's became a part of that organization.

s e The Southern Baptist Convention Woman's Missionary Union orzanized Girl's
Auxiliary (GA) in 1913, The first record for Wrens Baptist Church is 1917 with Mrs, 5. P, Halt as director. The
next record is 1933 with Miss Karrine Denton as director. In 1938 the GA Silver Tea for the twenty-fifth birthday
of GA’s was celebrated in Wrens Baptist Church. In 1963 the 50th anniversary was celebrated with an association
wide hanquet. Under the direclion of many capable leaders, GA’s has become an active missions organization.



Many young ladies in this church have reached Queen or above in their
Forward Steps. The first Coronation was held on September 15, 1945
with Faye Kitchens (now Mrs. Weldon McNair) as Queen. Other young
ladies achicving the rank of Queen are: Joy Parish, Ellen Streetman,
Sandra Prescott, Carol Jones, Cathy Stapleton, Angie Deakins, Molly
Pansh, Paula Kelly, and Cindy Deakins. Those reaching Queen in
Service are: Carol Jones, Sandra Prescott, Ellen Sireetman, Angie
Deakins, and Cathy Stapleton. Carol Jones, Sandra Prescott, Ellen
Streetman and Angic Deaking became Queen with Scepter. Sandra

Prescott received the highest award as Queen Regent. The Southern : e
Haptist Convention WMU changed the GA program, It is now called Girls in Action (GA) and Acteens. Corona-
tions are no longer a part of the program, A Recognition Ceremony is held each year and the girls are recognized
hefore the Church for their achievements.

GA's
April Mauney
Kaly Meeks

Anna Poole, teacher

Brooke Barrow : i
Ashley Weeks -

An unsertled controversy in 1909 caused the Chureh to split, Forty-eight members left the fellowship of Wrens
Baptist Church to form another Church which was ealled Wrens Central Church, A frame building was erected
on Williams Street.

In 1916 a Mrs. Adkins from Keysville wrote a letter 1o Wrens Baptist Church requesting a delegation to help
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organize a church. Brothers Kitchens, Hadden, Atwell and (liphant were clected to this delegation, 1L is not koown
what was done to assist in the organization of the church ar Keyvsville. In 1956, when Rev. Rill O'Connor came
to pastor the Wrens Baptist Church, he also pastored the Keysville Baplist Church on a part-time basis, as did
the ensuing pastors of Wrens Baptist church until 1983, when the Keysville church became inaclive and four of

the six members joined the Wrens Baptist Church.



Later, in January, 1922, a letter from Middle Ground Baptist Church requested help to build a building. A motion
was made and carried that the clerk write and tell them the chucch was not financially able to help, but, if anyone
wished Lo contribute, the money would be sant {0 them,

A committee to consider Lhe matter of building a pastorium was appointed on August 8, 1920. This committee
consisted of J. G. Oliphant, Tames V. Foss, 1. P. Avera, and Ed Jenkins. The committee recommended a lot on
Stonc Street be purchased from Dr. G. I, Carpenter [or 3450, Construction costs were $2,500. This pastorium
proved to be a financial burden. It seems moncy was always needed Lo pay the interest or the insurance. The women
of the church had many chicken and oyster suppers to raise moncy to maintain the pastorium. Finally, the Pastorium
was sold to the highest bidder in 1935 when Mr. E. J. Young purchased it for $950. A pastorium was na longer
needed because a pastor was shared with Hephzibah Buptist Church in Richmond County and he lived in Hephzibah.

An evangelist from Atlanta, Dr. Minor conducted a far-reaching, Holy Spirit powered revival in 1921, The dif-
ferences between the two congregations were settled and resolutions were adopted by both congregations in August
and Seplember, 1921. The two churches hecame one, Wrens Baptist Church. A committes was apponted (o
secure a pastor. In Oclober 1921 Reverend J. M., Gilmore was elected pastor by a large majority. In February,
1923 all of the deacons resigned at one time. They were all from the Wrens Baptist Church and the members who
had come from Wrens Central Church complained because they did not have representation on the Board of Deacons.
A nowminaling committee was appointed and a new Board of Deacons was elected with men from both congregations.

Brother B. F. Walker was chairman of the committes for putting the two church buildings together, In 1923,
using carly American equipment of steers, mules, and logs, Mr. Merritt Anderson rolled the Wrens Central Church
building from its location at Frederick and Williams Street 1o be joined to the building of Wrens Baprist Church,
located onNorth Main Street at Barton Streel. Ironically, at the poinl of structure joining, a cross was formed.
There may be differences with God's children, but at the cross i
they are all settled. A resolution was drafted in November 1923,
thanking the brethren of the Associate Reformed Preshyterian
Church and the school authorities for the use of their buildings
during remodeling.

After the buildings were joined, the steeple was on the Wrens
Baptist Church [acing Barton Street. In 1937, it was moved 1o
the Morth Main Street side of the building, which is the front of
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the building and the main entrance. Reeves Parish remembers sitting in his sixth grade classtoom across the street
and warching the steeple being moved. In 1974, the original steeple was replaced by a new fiherglass steeple. An
old bell, belivved to have been made in 1886, was discovered undernenth fiberglass which was used Lo insulate the












